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To Mexico with Scott. Letters of Captain E. Kirby Smith to his wife. 
Prepared for the press by his daughter, Emma Jerome Blackwood. 
With an introduction by R. M. Johnston, A.M., assistant professor 
of modern history, Harvard university. (Cambridge: Harvard 
university press, London : Humphrey Milford, Oxford university 
press, 1917. 225 pp. $1.25 net) 
These letters and diary of Captain Smith invite comparison with the 
Mexican war diary of George B. McClellan published early in 1917 by 
the Princeton university press. Both officers agree in their contempt 
for volunteer soldiers and officers, but the youthful McClellan was more 
extreme than Smith ; both, in their writings throw light upon army life 
in war time, army administration in the field, battles, and campaigns. 
The more highly professional point of view is that of McClellan. Smith 
was an older man, a captain of infantry, while McClellan was just out 
of West Point and in the engineer corps. He records little except di- 
rectly personal experiences and professional observations. It is to be 
noted that McClellan has much to say about the bad effect of drink, 
drink, everywhere, while Smith hardly mentions it. Smith's letters 
and diary are fuller than McClellan 's diary and cover more time and 
space. They begin in August, 1845, near Cincinnati and end in Sep- 
tember, 1847, a few hours before he was killed at Molino del Rey. He 
saw and described to his wife much of Taylor's marches and battles in 
northern Mexico and Scott's campaigns from Vera Cruz to the City of 
Mexico. 

Captain Smith had a love for nature which shows in nearly every let- 
ter, and he possessed a gift for description whether of a battle, a city, or 
a sunset which makes interesting all that he wrote. He was troubled 
by no scruples as to the cause of the war, was ambitious, anxious to do his 
whole duty, he loved his country and the flag as its emblem. But he 
was most anxious for peace which would permit him to go back to his 
family. Curiously enough his attitude toward Mexico was much the 
same as that of those who today criticise President Wilson's Mexican 
policy: he thought that the United States was not hard enough on the 
Mexicans who could not, he thought, understand anything but force. 
Yet he was horrified by the harshness of the volunteers in dealing with 
the non-combatant population. If one may read between the lines it 
seems clear that General Scott maintained better discipline than did 
General Taylor. The volume has value not only for the historian but 
for the student of army administration. 

There are some mistakes in proof-reading or in copying, e.g., in the 
spelling of Tamaulipas, de Reussy, etc. The writer of these letters, 
Captain Ephraim Kirby Smith, must not be confused with his brother, 
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Captain Edmund Kirby Smith, who was in the same Mexican campaigns 
and who later was well-known as a confederate general. 

Walter L. Fleming 

Inter-American acquaintances. By Charles Lyon Chandler, curator of 
Latin-American history and literature, Harvard university library. 
Second edition. ( Sewanee, Tennessee : University press of Sewa- 
nee, 1917. 187 p. $1.25) 
The historical basis of Pan- Americanism will be strengthened by the 
second edition of Mr. Chandler's book. This volume is in several ways 
an improvement over its predecessor. It contains forty-eight pages of 
additional material. The first chapter, particularly, is made more 
comprehensive by the inclusion of new data on commercial relations, 
taken largely from the contemporary public press of the period from 
1800 to 1820, showing the extent of our trade with Argentina, Uruguay, 
and Brazil during that period. Notable indeed is the fact that in 1801, 
58.3 per cent of our total foreign trade was with nations to the south of 
us, and that from 1802 to 1809 our trade with Brazil increased over 500 
per cent. There is included a list of American vessels trading with the 
River Plate in 1801 and 1802, and we are shown the extent of New Eng- 
land 's interest in the trade during this period. Mr. Chandler has given 
us a new chapter on the "Wilkes exploring expedition in Brazil, Chile 
and Peru in 1838-1839." This expedition was despatched by the Unit- 
ed States government, "for the purpose of exploring and surveying in 
the great Southern Ocean in the important interests of our commerce 
embarked in the whale fisheries and other adventures in that ocean, as 
well as to determine the existence of all doubtful islands and shoals, and 
to discover and accurately fix the position of those which lie in or near 
the track pursued by our merchant vessels in that quarter." Such 
eminent scientists as Dr. Charles Pickering and James Dwight Dana ac- 
companied the expedition. It is refreshing to note that the United 
States had scientific interests as well as political and commercial in 
Latin America in the early nineteenth century. 

In his preface, Mr. Chandler exonerates himself of any charge that 
might be made relative to any lack of completeness of his book. It is 
rather an outline, based almost entirely on original material, however, 
and indicating a field of scholastic endeavor which might be utilized to 
great advantage. The object of this volume, he says, is "to stimulate 
perhaps a few of those now engaged in studying Spanish- American his- 
tory ... to elaborate its material into historical or economic studies 
of permanent value." Aside from submitting evidence of the produc- 
tivity of this as a possible field of research Mr. Chandler seeks to prove 



